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Cultivating Community
The Residential Experience at I-House
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1. Restorative hike at a Resident Orientation Retreat
2. Robertson Center for Intercultural Leadership
workshop
3. Residents celebrating Holi, the Spring 		
Festival of Colors
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4. Gorgeous Rangoli designs in the halls of 		
I-House made by residents for Diwali,
Festival of Lights
5. Residents enjoying a fire in the Great Hall
6. Sunday Supper Candlelight Ceremony
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A resident relaxing in his room
Global Table Talk in the Dining Commons
Filipino Coffee Hour
Resident speaker at Sunday Supper

Executive Director’s Message
L

Aspiring Towards a More Welcoming Community

ife at major universities, such
as the University of California
Berkeley, can be full of daunting
experiences. At International
House, we have residents from
nearly 75 countries studying in
some 90 areas of academic inquiry.
On their educational journeys,
our residents are often confronted
by academic challenges the likes
of which they have never seen
or experienced before. They are
also surrounded by highly talented peers who push and prod
them in sometimes uncomfortable or challenging directions
intellectually, culturally, and relationally.
International House plays a significant role in assisting our
residents as they deal with the myriad pressures encountered
daily as they go about their lives at the university. We know
that when one is plunged into a foreign environment and
dealing with significant cultural differences, there will be times
when the world appears to be awry. Thankfully, I-House has
a highly trained and experienced staff who help our residents
deal with such instances of cognitive and social dissonance.
Our most essential task is to welcome our residents home daily
and make them feel like this is a convivial place that will give
them a sense of belonging and purpose as they go about their
academic pursuits.
More often than not, our residents go through various stages
of adaptation to the Berkeley environment. First, they are
amazed by the beauty of the surrounding campus and its
stunning location overlooking San Francisco Bay. Then,

they are both simultaneously appalled and enthralled by the
many cases of wild and crazy behavior they encounter on the
streets of Berkeley and the overall sense of pandemonium they
experience walking around the city. Finally, as they adjust to
the stark differences between the campus and its surrounding
environment, they start to see how this can be a very potent
learning atmosphere because it does not paper over the many
challenges that our society must deal with as we strive to be
both more inclusive and just.
Given the sensory bombardment that our residents deal with
on campus and in its surrounding environs, I-House’s role as
a welcoming community is critical to their emotional stability
and sense of balance. We strive to be a place that our residents
feel enthused about coming back to and finding friendly faces
who make them feel both comfortable and accepted. The
fact that all of our residents live and dine together creates a
strong sense of camaraderie and warmth that cannot be easily
replicated in other places at the university.
With the amount of turnover that we have in our resident body
as individuals come and go, we constantly aspire to be an ever
more welcoming community. This requires careful attention
and focus on enabling this to be a place that is both accepting
and inspiring to all those who walk in our front door. As life
in Berkeley is replete with such challenges, there is a resulting
need for a space that is conducive to love and laughter, support
and guidance, acceptance and embrace.
International House is truly that place! n

Hans C. Giesecke, Executive Director

Meet Bill Howley, Director of Philanthropy
“What would you like to change or preserve in the world?”
— Tracy Gary, Author of Inspired Philanthropy

T

hank you for your continued
support of International
House at UC Berkeley!
In these challenging times, the
I-House mission is as important
as ever. As the new director of
philanthropy, I very much look
forward to meeting you, and
learning from you how I-House
has made a difference in your
life. In answer to Tracy Gary’s
important question, changing the age-old patterns of distrust,
lack of mutual respect, and the attendant societal ills of
conflict, racism, and intolerance inspires all of us to preserve
and to expand the I-House movement.
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I-House’s mission to foster intercultural respect,
understanding, lifelong friendships, and leadership skills to
promote a more peaceful world is indeed both a powerful
catalyst for change and a set of ideals worthy of preservation.
I-House relies on philanthropic support from alumni,
foundations, corporations, and friends to provide room
and board scholarships for students with financial need, to
preserve our historic home, to strengthen program offerings,
and to position for the future.
I-House is such a powerful idea, with an almost 90-year
track record of compelling excellence in opening minds and
broadening perspectives among the next generation of leaders
from throughout the world. As a key part of my new position,
I have the pleasure of listening directly to the residents,
alumni, friends, and supporters who visit I-House or write in
with their valuable insights, remembrances, and gifts to keep
the I-House dream alive today, tomorrow, and forever. I look
forward to listening to you as well! n

Global
Homecoming
A Tasting Journey Around the World

I

-House hosted our 4th annual Global Homecoming on
Sunday, October 14th. Over 300 residents, alumni, and
community members came to celebrate I-House’s take on
homecoming with an international twist. Activities included
I-House executive director emeritus Joe Lurie’s presentation
on “Cultural
Disconnects with
Refugees and
Immigrants,”
an I-House Art
and Architecture
walking tour, the
Robertson Center
for Intercultural
Leadership’s (CIL)
interactive session
on how humans
react to cultural
difference, the
Global Table Talk
Lunch, and the ever popular international fashion show and
tasting festival. It was a wonderful opportunity for participants
to experience much of what has made I-House home to so many.
This year, Todd Koenigsberg,
Executive Chef (pictured right),
wanted to highlight lesser known
countries of the 74 from which
our residents hail at this year’s
tasting festival. With the help of
CIL, he partnered with residents
from Albania, Colombia, Kenya,
and Vietnam to prepare delicacies
from their countries and host a
table for our Around the World
Under the Dome tasting festival.
The residents chose their favorite dishes, shared family recipes,
and cooked in the kitchen with Chef Todd and his staff to create
a culinary experience for all the Global Homecoming attendees.
Current resident assistant
(RA) Eranda Bregasi was very
excited to represent Albania
and share her culture. Coming
to the United States, she has
been exposed to many different
cuisines. She believes that
learning about another country’s
gastronomy gives one an
enhanced perspective about its
history and culture.

One dish Eranda and Chef Todd prepared for the tasting
festival was Byrek. This dish is one of Eranda’s favorites
from home, and the recipe she used has been in her
family for generations. Her mom, Mirjeta, played a
very important role, even though she was on the other
side of the world. She made sure via Skype that Eranda
and Chef Todd had all the right ingredients and the
correct methods of making Byrek. The calls were several
hours long, and her mother participated throughout the
night to make sure the dishes were prepared properly.
Surprisingly, Chef Todd and his staff understood her
mom even though she was speaking in Albanian, as they
all carefully followed each step of the recipe, preserving
the traditional way of cooking Byrek. Hence, the love of
cooking can be understood in all languages. n

Byrek me Djathe dhe Spinaq
(Spinach and Cheese Pie)
400 g (12 sheets) Filo Pastry
200 g Spinach		
2 Eggs			
180 g Cheddar Cheese

4 Tbsp Olive Oil
220 ml Water
½ Tsp Dried Basil

Filling:
Ensure all stalks are cut off the spinach and place into
a mixing bowl. Add the eggs and cheese. Mix so the
egg covers all of the spinach.
Fill the Pastry:
Take two sheets of pastry, add some of the filling
along the long edge leaving about an inch underneath. Fold in both sides about two inches, then from
the bottom, fold the inch left over the mixture then roll
upwards to make a long sausage shape. Roll loosely
into swirls or fold into horseshoe shapes.
Create six Byrek. Brush with olive oil and sprinkle with
basil. Bake at 180 degrees for 30 minutes or until
golden brown.
Recipe from myalbanianfood.com
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Preparing Leaders
of the Future
An Interview with I-House Resident Alexander Blom Vigsoe

F

or over five years, the Robertson Center for Intercultural
Leadership (CIL) at I-House has been offering leadership development opportunities for residents. The fall 2018
semester included our two-unit, skill-building course entitled
“Global Leadership for the 21st Century,” our career workshop “Interviewing for Career Success,” the RA Leadership
Development program, contributions to the New Resident
Orientation Retreats, the Host Family Program, and other
offerings.
I-House resident Alexander
Blom Vigsoe, from Sweden,
participated in both the
Global Leadership course and
the career development workshop. He kindly offered to let
me interview him so that he
could share his thoughts on
how these two offerings have
impacted him and his future.
JP: Alex, thank you for doing
this. I’ve got a few questions
Alexander Blom Vigsoe
about your work with CIL
last fall. The first question is a general one about the Global
Leadership course. What would you say is the overall impact
the course has had on you?
ABV: Eye-opening, if I were to use one word. What I mean
by that is that I got so many perspectives I wouldn’t have gotten at Berkeley, couldn’t have gotten in Sweden, and probably
couldn’t have gotten anywhere else. How do I know this? I
have been living in an international dorm back in Sweden,
and I thought of myself as being intercultural and good at
interacting with people from other cultures. Taking the class
made me realize that I wasn’t as intercultural as I thought I
was. In class, I got to learn multiple dimensions of differences
that I didn’t know about. It was very eye-opening hearing
about it and I said, “Wow, there are many things that I didn’t
know about.”
JP: Are there any examples that stand out for you?
ABV: The DIVER tool! [A tool for questioning judgments
and faulty assumptions, expanding worldview, and welcoming diverse perspectives.] It was a good tool to question what
you really know about a situation and to question whether
you have a prejudice about a situation. I found that very valuable. I would recommend people take the Global Leadership
class. It was extremely good. You can’t compare it to a pure
academic class or pure seminar because it wasn’t like that. It
was something that made you think, and challenged what
you thought you knew. That was nice.
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Jason D. Patent, Ph.D.
Director, Robertson Center for Intercultural Leadership
JP: Are there ways in which taking the course has affected
your life at I-House?
ABV: Yes. It has improved my communications with my
peers, or whenever I meet new people. There are the standard
questions, like, “Hey, what’s your name? Where are you from?
What do you study?” But you don’t really get to know people
by asking them that. What you want to know is, “What do
you believe in? What drives you? What’s your goal? What gets
you up in the morning?” Those are the things you want to
hear about. By knowing how you can improve your communications — both what you put out and how you can
interpret what you receive back — you can get some really
meaningful answers and make some meaningful connections.
JP: Turning our attention to the “Interviewing for Career
Success” workshop, how has that impacted you?
ABV: I was applying for internships for the summer when
I took the workshop. I thought I knew how to write cover
letters, but afterward I thought, “Yeah, I did not know how
to write cover letters.” So I applied the principles from that
workshop to every cover letter, and to how I communicate
with people. I got eight interview offers, took six of them,
and got three offers to choose from. Honestly, I don’t know
how that would have been possible without the workshop.
JP: Is there anything from the Global Leadership course, or
from the Interviewing for Career Success workshop, that you
can see putting on your resume?
ABV: I will use the class as part of my master’s degree because people will ask me, “Hey, what is this course?” I can
then share what the class is about. That will be a competitive
advantage for me in a rapidly changing, globalizing world.
I-House residents: Stay tuned for further opportunities with
CIL, including the next iteration of the Global Leadership
course in fall 2019. n

The Resident
Experience

Working Group

Cultivating Community:
The Core of the I-House Mission

I

nternational House Executive Director Hans Giesecke has
made a principal focus of ensuring that I-House students’
residential experience is a top highlight of their time at UC
Berkeley. Over the decades, tens of thousands of Cal alumni
around the world recall their I-House residency as one of
their fondest university-related personal memories, and have
spread the values of I-House globally.
I-House emphasizes an integrated residential experience,
with staff, alumni, and supporters working together to offer a
wide variety of programs, events, activities, retreats, training,
and community-building efforts in a seamless experience —
from initial admission through meals and dining, lectures,
films, and festivals with an international focus. In addition,
workshops on leadership and intercultural skills are available
to residents, as well as the campus and local communities.
The residential experience here at I-House is shaped by
multiple departments. We have a collaborative team called
the Resident Experience Working Group, comprised of staff
from Admissions, Programs, Resident Support Services, and
the Robertson Center for Intercultural Leadership (CIL). All
team members are working to create an intentional residential
experience from the day residents arrive to the day they move
on and carry the I-House mission with them throughout the
world.
The Admissions team is where the residential experience
begins. The team is responsible for marketing and outreach
to the campus, to departmental partnerships, and to
programs that bring international students into the Berkeley
community to study and do research. Admissions assists
applicants with room assignments, as well as with all the
billing and administrative functions relating to a resident’s
stay at I-House. Admissions also oversees key resident services
such as the Resident Service Center (RSC), the front desk
operation, the mail room, package deliveries, and laundry,
providing the facilities and services that contribute to a great
I-House experience for the students who live here.
Creating a community that residents thrive in is an important
goal of the Resident Experience team. There are many things
that make International House a unique space for creating
community, not least, the exchange of ideas and cultural
sharing that play into how I-House is set up. The mandatory
dining experience for all residents recognizes the importance
of simply sitting across the table several times a week from
someone who comes from a different background, having a
conversation, and learning about that person in a one-on-one
setting.

Residents enjoying the 2019 New Resident Orientation Retreat
at Walker Creek Ranch in Marin County

Signature I-House programs start with new-resident
orientation retreats. Sunday Supper is one of I-House’s oldest
and most-distinctive traditions. This special gathering of
residents, alumni, and guests to share food, entertainment,
and friendship always brings something memorable. Each
Wednesday evening, residents gather in the Great Hall for
coffee and treats. Residents can sponsor a special-themed
Coffee Hour that features their home countries’ cultural
themes, music, and culinary specialties.
The Program Office coordinates social and educational
activities that include community exploration and tours,
performances, and sporting events. Residents showcase
special talents by becoming a part of I-House’s performance
roster. Resident musicians, singers, dancers, and artists of all
kinds perform throughout the year.
Residents enthusiastically use common spaces such as the
Library, the Great Hall, the Game Room, and the Dining
Commons, where they will inevitably engage with people
in meaningful ways, instead of hanging out in their rooms
with friends they already know. This kind of social setting is
a necessary ingredient in the intercultural mix that we have
nurtured here. The added social energy of having students
from all over the world — some who are here for the first
time, and some who are here for just a few short months —
make most of the residents eager to get as much as they can
out of this unique experience. This encourages friendships
that often last a lifetime.
Today’s digitally-connected I-House residents perceive and
learn about the world in a much different way than residents
did in 1930, and we’ve had to adapt intercultural learning
to acknowledge that level of experience and exposure. This
is where the intentional programming that the Robertson
Center for Intercultural Leadership team develops and
implements really comes into play.
Leadership opportunities are something that the Resident
Experience Working Group realizes is extremely important
for I-House residents. In addition to formal traditional
leadership roles, like Resident Council membership
and being a resident assistant, I-House offers leadership
opportunities for growth through our student workers.

Continued on Page 7
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T

he International House Annual Celebration and Awards
Gala proudly honors advocates and trailblazers who
embody the mission of I-House, to promote a world of
greater peace and understanding.

For more information on our honorees and sponsorship
opportunities, or to buy event tickets by phone, please contact
us at (510) 642-4128 or ihalumni@berkeley.edu. n

This year we are pleased to announce that UC Berkeley
Chancellor Carol Christ, Chair of the International House
Board of Directors, will present Oona King (IH 1989-90),
with the Alumna of the Year Award to recognize her visionary
leadership serving as the director of diversity strategy at
Google, a member of the British Parliament, and an advocate
for human rights.
Resident Hosts await to greet guests at last year’s Gala

T
Oona King, 2019 I-House Alumna of the Year

The event begins with a warm greeting by our Resident Hosts,
many of them dressed in their traditional home country attire,
followed by an elegant reception in the Great Hall. Guests
will then be escorted to the Chevron Auditorium to enjoy an
engaging awards ceremony, captivating resident performances,
and an exquisite three-course meal prepared by the I-House
Catering Team led by Todd Koenigsberg, Executive Chef.
We hope you can join us for this annual fête. Tickets are $275
per person, or $150 for those under 35 years of age, and can
be purchased online at ihouse.berkeley.edu/gala.
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he UC Berkeley experience is made up of a million
little moments, and Big Give — UC Berkeley’s annual
24-hour fundraising blitz — is one of them. Help make an
impact on I-House residents with your gift at biggive.berkeley.
edu between March 13th at 9 p.m. and March 14th at 9 p.m.
(PST). Of course, you can donate anytime via ihouse.berkeley.
edu/donate.
We invite you to join in on the Big Give fun and help us
reach our goal of 150 gifts! All I-House Big Give donations
go toward the Fund for I-House, which supports our mission
and provides the I-House experience to more than 100
students from across the globe through our financial aid
program.
Visit ihouse.berkeley.edu/biggive for specific contests, and to
see how I-House residents and alumni seize the moments
throughout the day. n

Harry Edmonds’ Lasting Legacy and That “I-House Magic”
In 1966, Harry Edmonds, founder
of the I-House movement, embarked
on a 104-day tour of 22 different
International Houses around the
world. His travels took him all
across the United States, from New
York to California to Hawaii, and
then to multiple countries across
Asia, the Middle East, and Europe.
Edmonds’ great-granddaughter, Alice
Lewthwaite, recently embarked on a tour to follow in his
footsteps to revitalize the mission of International Houses
Worldwide. Between January and March 2019, Alice is
traveling to 18 countries and appearing at more than 25
I-House alumni events along the way.
On January 6th, I-House Berkeley was honored to welcome
Alice on her world tour. A welcome reception was held for
Alice and over 35 alumni from I-House Berkeley and I-House
New York. In a ceremonial “passing of the light,” Alice
used a candle from I-House New York to light an I-House
Berkeley candle. This candle relay will continue along the
tour, symbolizing the light that International Houses have
spread throughout the world. As we say in Berkeley, Fiat Lux!
Joe Lurie, I-House Executive Director Emeritus, spoke about
Harry Edmonds’ lasting legacy. The evening ended with a
group tour led by Hans Giesecke, I-House Executive Director.
Throughout her travels, Alice
met many I-House Berkeley
alumni along the way. In
Maui, Hawaii, she met with
Lynn Erfer (IH 1981-83) and
enjoyed sharing I-House stories
over lunch. While in Taiwan,
Grace Hong (IH 2016-18) gave
Alice a tour and took her to a
traditional Taiwanese lunch.
They also attended an I-House
alumni gathering organized by
I-House New York alumni. Alice
then traveled to Hong Kong
where she met Nelson Fung
(IH 2006) at a small alumni
gathering.

“The common theme when I meet alumni from any of the
I-Houses is how it was, and that it is still, considered their
home away from home. For many, it was also a place of
sanctuary where they ‘grew up’ in a caring and nurturing
environment. And most importantly, they learned how to
appreciate and respect others no matter their nationality,
religion, or gender. It is this experience that has often helped
them flourish in their professional and personal lives. The
‘I-House magic,’ as Harry knew, is simply by interacting daily
and living side by side; they learn we are all more similar
than different.” 			
— Alice Lewthwaite
Alice’s journey continues to Delhi, Mumbai, Beirut, Istanbul,
Athens, Rome, Paris, Berlin, Stockholm, Oslo, Helsinki,
Copenhagen, London, and Chicago. To learn more about
this extraordinary project and to see pictures from her stops
along the way, visit grainsofsand.blog or her Facebook group at
facebook.com/groups/grainsofsand19. n

The Resident Experience
Working Group
Cultivating Community:
The Core of the I-House Mission
Continued from Page 5

Almost every department employs student workers, many of
whom are residents. We provide support and guidance for
their professional development while they are working in a
variety of contexts at a number of different levels within our
organization. Something that we are working on consistently
is taking the CIL models for leadership development and
intercultural awareness, and embedding those into our
resident engagement and our leadership training. Bitesized portions of that intercultural learning and training are
embedded into new-resident retreats and training for resident
assistants and student workers, as well as other general
workshops and presentations that are created for growth
throughout the year.
Together, the Resident Experience team is working to
innovate while maintaining core values and traditions to keep
the I-House dream alive and well. n
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The Golden Age of International House
T

he “Golden Age of International House” is an era that
is legendary in the hearts and minds of many members
of the I-House community; it spans the years 1946–1953,
following World War II. These years of recovery and growth,
and our residents who shaped this era, had a deep and
resounding impact on I-House that embodied the idea
of a community of students of different nationalities and
backgrounds living together in friendship, harmony, and
peace.

Shines On

Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya Staros, editors of The Golden
Age of International House Berkeley: An Oral History of the
Post–World War II Era write:
Having survived the horror or at least the anxiety 		
of the war, the survivors’ gratitude was palpable.
From their first moments at I-House, the postwar
students extended a friendly hand to strangers
and compatriots alike. Regardless of whether the
newcomer spoke the same language or was of the
same race, the response was the same — to join in.
Students arrived at I-House with an effervescent
appreciation of life and an amazing resilience of
spirit that was contagious. The shared trauma of
the war brought students together in enthusiastic
determination to make a better future.
In the conclusion of The Golden Age of International House
Berkeley, Castello-Lin and Staros write:
With its generosity and enthusiasm, the Golden
Age cohort helps to remind us of the great potential of places such as I-House to heal in times of
. . . challenge. We cannot help but marvel at this
remarkable group of people who . . . possessed a
distinctive spirit of passionate engagement with the
world.
One of these remarkable Golden Age residents was Marion
Ross. She lived at I-House from 1946–1951 and recently
passed away on October 25, 2018 at the age of 94 (see
Marion Ross’ obituary on page 17). In the Golden Age book,
Marion reminisces about how I-House changed her:
My time at I-House was enormously rewarding. I
was grateful then and I’m grateful now. I began to
see finer distinctions of ethnicity than I had before
and I realized the importance of the ethnicity of
people. How did I-House shape the path that I took
in life? Well, I might not have gotten a Ph.D. if I
hadn’t lived at I-House... there was a core of very serious students that influenced me greatly. I thought I
was going to change the world.
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The Golden Age of International House Berkeley
An Oral History of the Post World War II Era, edited by Jeanine Castello-Lin and Tonya
Staros is available for purchase at ihouse.berkeley.edu/alumni/store for $20.

Although Marion didn’t feel like she did much, she did
indeed change the world in her own unique way. First,
by earning a Ph.D. in economics from UC Berkeley. She
was one of the few women to achieve this advanced degree
in the 1950s. She also served on the I-House Resident
Council, whose purpose is to represent the residents, provide
leadership, and liaise with the I-House administration.

“From their first moments at I-House,
the postwar students extended a friendly
hand to strangers and compatriots alike.
Regardless of whether the newcomer spoke
the same language or was of the same race,
the response was the same — to join in.”

Beginning in 1959, she impacted many students and peers
through her role as a professor of economics at Mills College,
Oakland, over a period of 33 years. Additionally, through
her service on the I-House Board of Directors for 15 years,
she was the first woman to serve on the I-House Finance
Committee, and also served in the roles of chief financial
officer and chair of the finance committee.
Marion’s concern for talented, but underserved students,
resulted in co-founding an endowed fellowship for
international students who otherwise couldn’t pursue graduate
work at Berkeley. Her passion and counsel was also illustrated
by her service on the Financial Aid Committee of the I-House
Board for many years.
As an I-House resident, Marion met Jean Sullivan
Dobrzensky, who was a senior I-House staff member from
1946–56 and later, an administrator in the office of the
Chancellor of UC Berkeley.
After their beloved Golden Age co-resident Rafael Rodriguez’s
early death in 1981, Marion and Jean decided to honor
him and the special freindships of many Golden Age
alumni, by initiating a campaign for an endowed room and
board scholarship. In 1989, they reached out to over one
hundred alumni and friends from the Golden Age to request
contributions for this fund. In this way, the special cohort of
Golden Agers, and their unique and gifted friend, “Rafe”, an
artist, botanist, and biologist, would create a poignant legacy.
In 1990, in partnership with the UC Berkeley Graduate
Division, the Rafael Rodriguez/Golden Age Fellowship
(RRGA) was established to provide an annual room and
board scholarship, paid tuition, and a modest stipend at
I-House. To date, 35 RRGA Fellowships have been given

Marion Ross with fellowship recipient, Heyuan Liu and guest Amy Nunal
at the 2018 Fellowship Dinner reviewing a 2018 publication
of botanical drawings of orchids by Rafael Rodriguez

to deserving first-year, international graduate students. This
annual RRGA Fellowship became the model and inspiration
for the annual Gateway Fellowships Program that followed
beginning in 2004. Through individual donors who seek
to help bring the best and the brightest Ph.D. students to
I-House and UC Berkeley, and provide a smooth “gateway”
to academia, the generous Gateway Fellowships Program
continues to offer up to 11 fellowships annually.
With Marion’s generous financial support and leadership,
her legacy lives on to inspire others who desire to help
deserving students through support to the I-House Financial
Aid Program, which provides scholarships to both U.S. and
international student residents. In just the past eight years,
982 students have received full or partial room and board
support totaling $4.8 million. For the current academic year,
50 U.S. residents and 84 international
residents are the beneficiaries of full
or partial room and board scholarship
support. These scholarships are a result
of the generosity of many I-House
alumni and friends.
We are always delighted to hear from
financial aid recipients who share
stories of their achievements that
were made possible by their time at
I-House, and who wish to “pay it
forward” in the future.
I-House continues to benefit from
the inspiration and generosity of
Marion Ross and Golden Age alumni
and friends. Deserving students who
follow in her footsteps continue to
embody the overarching mission of
International House as they move on
to serve as global leaders. n
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Gifts to International House M

International House is proud to recognize contributors whose generous support bet
Global Ambassadors
$100,000 & Above
Alper Garren
Mastercard Foundation*
Nanyang Technology University*
Robert & Sheryl Wong

Ambassadors
$10,000 & Above
Center for Effective Global Action*
Chevron Corporation
Daniel Davison
Lillian Lessler
Nancy K. Lim
Candy & Peter Robertson

Emissaries
$5,000 & Above
Charles & Laverne Foster
Basil Hoare
Joan & David Jenkins
Susan Klee & David Stoloff
Jamy O’Banion & Charles Faulhaber
Lorraine Raad
Edward & Linda Rice
Naoki & Midori Shimada
Nancy Stock Tivol
University of California, Berkeley
Dick & Beany Wezelman

Diplomats
$2,500 & Above
Narsai & Venus David
The Family of Virginia
Hamerslag Friedman
Hans & Susan Giesecke
HM Design
Milanendra Kaur
Kit Choy Loke & Bruce Redwine
Jay & Carolyn Paxton
Peerless Coffee Company, Inc.
Sir Desmond Rea
Arun & Rummi Sarin
Carol Turner
Kwei & Michele Ü
Eugene & Candace Yano
Anonymous

Patrons
$1,000 & Above
Albert Ball
Michael Belton
Berkeley Club of Switzerland
Robin Berry
W Michael Blumenthal
J. D. Bonney
Curtis Chong
Professor Fiona Doyle
Judith Dunbar
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John C. Dwyer
Millicent J. Evans
Fillmore Capital Partners
Financial Administrative Support
Services
David Fleishhacker &
The Fleishhacker Foundation
Richard Green
Evelyn Guy
Gilbert Haakh
Christina & Howard Janssen
Joan & Timothy Kask
Karen Lei-Chen Khor & Shu Yang Tan
Sharon Kinoshita
Matthew Kocher
Philip Kummer &
Cynthia A. Weeks-Kummer
Blossom Lai
Echo Wu & Peter Liu
John F. Liu
Simon & Shirley Lowes
Jeannette Mahoney
Leland & Kristine Nelson Peterson
Plant Construction Company
Betty Ann Prien
Dave & Judy Redo
Skip Rhodes
Donna Rosenthal & Joseph Lurie
Diane Dwyer & Family
Ronald E. Silva
SYSCO Food Services of San Francisco,
Inc.
Nancy J. Taylor
Irving Tragen
Mary Tuncer
University Section Club
Manfred Velden
Kevin J. Wang
Carroll Webber
Florence Yee
Bernice Livingston Youtz
Anonymous

Friends
$500 & Above
Warren E. Anderson
Jaime S. Benchimol
Karen Blonz
Kin Yan Chow
Ronald & Susan Choy
Mary C. Connick
Giovanni Dubois
Robert & Judith Duffy
Espen Erdal
Ghaffar Farman-Farmaian
William Fitch
Matthew Forrey
Frank, Rimerman + Co. LLP
Hue T. Green
Celia Dirks Hall

Andrew Harrell
Ernie & Peggy Hartz
John & Alison Heilbron
Penny B. Hill
Susan K. Hori
Professor Chenming & Margaret Hu
E. Glenn & Gabriella Isaacson
Karen Iwasa
Dalia Judovitz & Hamish Caldwell
John D. Kadvany
Daniel E. Kaplan
Jane & Neil Katsura
Te P. King
Lloyd Kinoshita & Clayton Thompson
Hy Van Luong
Haig Mardikian
Dileep Mathur
Diane & Michael Mintline
Gautam Mitra
Virginia Nelson
Noll & Tam Architects
Richard & Carolyn Palmer
Mary Anne Pedroni
Karen & William Podolsky
Melvin Pomerantz
Audrey Richards
Lalit Roy & Susan Regan
Arthur & Mary Jo Shartsis
Jacquelyn Stanley & Kudret Oztap
Hallie Strock
Anne Struthers
C. Anne Turhollow
Vanier Family Foundation
Susan Marmon Wagstaff
Bonnie Wasserman
Christine Windbichler
Alan Wong
Stanley Wong & Katherine Hallal
Kent Yabuki
Anders C. Yang
Yano Accountancy Corporation
Wayne & Keiko Yasutomi
Anonymous (6)

Contributors
$250 & Above
Ellen & Paul Alkon
Tad & Diana Allan
Yohannes Ambaye
Kathryn Anthony
Bruce Arbeit
Mayurendra Baugh
Harun Bayraktar
Marc Bendick, Jr.
John Bronson
Vangie & Bill Buell
Doris & Alan Burgess
John S. Burt, Jr.
David Campbell

Carole S. Chamberlain
Diana Chen
Marino de Medici
Soumitra Dutta
Walter Eckhart
Shahriar Emami
Gunnar Engen
Paul Albert Ferrara
Valerie, Mel & Ben Forbes
Nancy Francis
Elizabeth & Drew Gaffney
Arvind & Shobhna Garde
Angela Gedye
John Geiger
John T. Gill & Mary McVey Gill
Norman & Susan Goldstein
Margaret Ann Guheen Anderson
Alessandra Gulli
Richard Han
Beatrice M. Heggie
George Heller
Gene & Rosemary Hendrix
Frederick W. Hollmann
Shirley Chan Hou
Chi-Hung Hui & Helen Chang
Professors Barry James &
Kang Ling James
Andronike Janus
Kambiz Javdani
Barbara E. Jones
Yoonhwan Kang
Shashank Kapre
Kathleen Kennedy
Steven E. Lane
Stephen & Susan Liston
Maura D. Mack
Paresh M. Maniar
Terry Maul
Lelio & Sandra Mejia
Patricia T. Miller
Don & Ione Minore
Dan Mitchell
Professor Gerhard G. &
Coralie G. Mueller
Burt & Marlene Nanus
Kathryn M. Neri
Barak Perahia
Ravikumar Ramachandran
K. V. & Claire Ravi
John H. & Wendy Sagers
Janet Foster Saville &
Thorndike Saville, Jr.
Sunil Sethi
Jo-Ann Shelton
Horst Simon
Neil Smyth & Marloes van Caspel
Teresa Tan
Andrew Tanenbaum
Charles Turhollow
Elizabeth F. Warrick

*Special thanks to our campus and community collaborators whose room and board
scholarships strengthen our work to advance a world of greater understanding.
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port between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018 shape a world of greater understanding.
William T. Wong
Rowena Young & Myron Steves
Werner & Mercedes Zimmermann
Anonymous

Supporters
$100 & Above
Irshad Ahmad
Lesley Alexander
Maureen Apter
Catherine & Simon G. Aqui
Susan Arthur
Atlaxel
Arthur Azevedo
Eleanor Bade
Spencer Bailey
Raymond & Betty Ann Barnett
Richard Bauman
Robert Beetem
Professor Alexis Bell
Valerie Bengal
Professor Krishna Bhattacharjee
Carol Bingham & Andrew Sawyer
Ronald S. Bolstad
Soledad Borromeo-Buhler &
Johannes Buhler
Didier F. Bourgeois
Jane M. Bowers
Marney & Matthew E. Brady
Gary Brooks
Eugene Buck
Lois Bueler
Marcia Burnam
Jeffry Canin
Alejandro Cano Ruiz
Irini & Noel D. Cary
Nanette E. Chadwick
Joseph Y. Chang
Joyce Chang
Bootie Charon
Joseph A. Coha
Joseph Connell
Grace Crittenden
Alan & Janet Roche Davidson
Marc Davis
Marlene De Lancie
Robert Deliso
Zitian Deng
Ashok Desai
Cynthia Ding
Patricia Dinner
Moira C. Dowell
Jennifer & Juergen Pfaff
Maria Echaveste
Ruth Elcan
Kazuyuki Enomoto
Lucee R. Fan
Laura Fashing
Marna Feldt

Robert Fielding
Bjorn Flesaker & Laura Quigg
Christopher Flores
Wilmer Fong
Jeffery D. & Ellen M. Foster
Jamshed K. Fozdar
Eugenio Frongia &
Carmen Ochoa-Frongia
Thomas Fulton
Milind Gadre
Raymond Gan
Lakshmi Garimella
Johanna X.K. Garvey
Enrique Garza
Eric Gawiser & Sevil Salur
Jawahar Gidwani & Catherina Paolino
Jim & Lyla Gregg
Linda Gustafson
Professor Timo Hakulinen
Keith Halstead
Sheridan Harris-Warrick
Mike Hassner
Frank B. Hawkinshire, V
Francesca & John Hayes
Gwendolyn Hickman
William & Joy Hicks
Steven L. Horowitz
Wilma Horwitz
Paula E. Howe
Jiun-Tang Huang
Barbara Hyde Crafford
Thomas J & Mottlene Jarvis
Walter & Carol John Jr.
Bethann & Dave Johnson
Professor Lawrence W. Jones
Karen Jones-Mason
Clive Justice
Theodore Kamins
Eric Kaplan
Elliot Katz
Professor James Kelly & Celia Kelly
Marjorie Killeen
Sylvia King
Pannin Kitiparaporn
Professor Michel Laguerre
Jane Ann Lamph
Margot S. Lansing
Theodore B. Lee
Sherwin Lehrer & Liane Reif-Lehrer
Olaf Leifson
Burn Lewis
Professor David Lowenthal
Henry Lurie
Costas Lymberis
Larnie Macasieb
Celeste Lipow MacLeod
Susan Macovsky
Dimitri Magganas
Professor Peter Maier
Josselyn Majors

Berthold Manke
Bob Mann
Robert & Leona Markiewicz
Gregg W. Martin
Ramona Martinez
Andre R. Massonnet
Joseph Mathews & Karen Lowe
Lucia Matzger
Eugene D. McCarthy
Britton J. McConnell
Derek M. McGreal
Dwayne Meadows
Carolyn Meyer Ayag
Margaret Miles
Ali Mirza
Joan Mitric
Philip M. Miyamoto
Catalina Moncada Cano
Stephen Monismith & Lani Freeman
Penny Mori & Bhaskararao
Chakravartula
E. Allen Mosher
Shahid Mustafa
Pamela Myczek
Sambamurthy & Nadia Nagarajan
Albert & Shanna Narath
Judith A. Nedoff
Klaus Netter
Kim O. Nguyen
Michael & Bonnie O’Halloran
Andrew Olah
Graeme S. Orr
Elaine Ove
Professor Viviana Padelli
Dilip & Pragnya Parekh
Rudolph Pariser
Enrique Pasta Munuzuri
Jason Patent
Ann Patterson
Gabriel Christoph Paulson
Robert Peck
Jeffrey Pelline
Karl Pfeiffer & Grace Cavallaro
Margaret L. Pillsbury
Dean & Professor Emeritus
Karl S. Pister
Dan Pribble
Vivian Qu
Madhu Ranade
Jorgen Randrup
Professor Peter L. & Alisa Reich
Paul S. Rhee
Barbara & Franklin Robben
Marcia Ross
Roland & Joan Rush
Eiko Saito
Rick Sanders
Andrea & Gopal Sankaran
Henry & Laila Schoenlein
Roberta L. Schutz

We strive to be as accurate as possible; however, if you notice an error, please contact
ihalumni@berkeley.edu or call 510.642.4128. Thank you for your generous support!

Francois Schweizer
Balraj Sehgal
John Sharp
Mark Siegel
Albert J. Sievers, III
Deborah M. Sipe
Luisa Siravo
Camilla M. Smith
Ruth E. Smith
Sharon Smith
Marvin L. Smotrich
Robert & Ellen Spaethling
Vassil A. Spasov
Frances Starn
Kazuko & Macdonald Stearns, Jr.
Gerald Stensgaard
Fredricka Stoller
Benjamin Stopper
Ulrich Stuermer
Rod & Elaine Stutt
Srinivasan Subramanian
Jaime Tabares
Janis Takahashi
Catherine A. Tauber
Tze Lee Tien
Benjamin & Dora Ting
Stella Ting
Victoria A. Tran
Professor George & Madeleine Trilling
Sukanya Trisorus
Douglas Underwood
Rajendra N. Upadhyay
Nico Van Klaveren
Professor Frank Van Ommeren
Jan Van Roessel
Robert & Laura Siegel Venning
Professor Sofia Villas-Boas
Helena Vranich
Maritza & Mark E. Vukalcic
Barbara Wagstaff
Nancy R. Waldman
Mary-Ann Wallace
Janet G. Westbrook
Richard S. Wheeler
Derek White & Lisa Dominguez
Michael Williams
Phillip Wilmarth & Janis Shampay
Juntao Wu
Maria Wyckaert
Professor Guo Xu
Irl Yale
Isami Yoshihara
Merav Zafary-Odiz
John Ziegler
Anonymous (7)

International House Times 11

Back to Berkeley
Look Who Came To Visit!

1

2

4

5

3

6

1. Sisters Kim Ashby and Kari Park came to learn more
about the history of their great-uncle Wesley Burnett (IH
1937-38), who met his wife, Ellen Kalbfell (IH 1937-39),
at I-House. The sisters’ grandmother, Mollie Mckee Boggs
(IH 1938-39), also lived at I-House during the same period.
It was a highlight for them to receive their relatives’ original
applications and to see all the rooms they had called home. It
made Kim's birthday visit very special!
2. Upon his visit back to Berkeley, Irving Tragen (IH 194347) sat down for breakfast with the Eleanor D. and Irving G.
’45 Tragen I-House Fellowship recipient, Diler Cavdar. This
scholarship fund, established in 2013, is held at UC Berkeley
for partial I-House room and board support for a UC
Berkeley School of Law student with demonstrated financial
need.
3. Vivien Petras (IH 1999-2000) is a visiting scholar from
the Humboldt University in Berlin who wanted to come
back to see her old floor. In addition to seeing the door of her
room, she was pleased to find the library looks as it did when
she was here and that her favorite study place was vacant.
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7
4. Bruce Slavin (IH 1977-1979), while visiting from his
home state of Idaho, dropped in to show his wife Nancy one
of his favorite places at Berkeley when he was in optometry
school in the seventies. He loved seeing his mailbox again.
5. Andrew Harrell (IH 1971-74) stayed in the Ambassador
Suite while traveling for business in the Bay Area. He
appreciated seeing his nine bricks on The von Kaschnitz Patio
for the first time.
6. While visiting from New York, Inge Van Doorn (IH
1995-96) and Riccardo Cazzoli (IH 1995) brought their
daughters to see the place where they met.
7. Kathy Rai (IH 1990-91) came by the I-House Alumni
Relations Office to find more information on one of her
I-House friends from Kuwait. She relished seeing the Great
Hall and going down memory lane.

Back to Berkeley
Alumni are always welcome to visit their old home under the dome!

8

12

9

10

13

11

14

8. Seattle resident, Kamran Nemati (IH 1984-95), on his
way to vacation in Cancun, was able to see I-House during
his layover in San Francisco. He is very proud to note that he
is the resident to have lived the longest at I-House.

12. I-House Board member and 1968 Cal alumnus Bob
Wong hosted a group of 1968 I-House alumni to lunch and
a tour. Three I-House alumni explored I-House again and
enjoyed lunch in the Dining Commons.

9. Harriet "Hatti" Sudell (IH 2013-14), a former resident
program assistant from London, England, came by while
she was in town for a friend’s wedding to surprise Larnie
Macasieb, from the Program Office.

13. It had been 43 years since Michel Wormser (IH 1974-75)
was last at I-House. His tour revived his old memories from
the time he lived at I-House when he was 21 years old. A
few years after leaving I-House, he joined the World Bank.
The years he spent at I-House were perfect preparation for
his career and primed his passion for the richness that can be
found only in diversity.

10. While visiting San Francisco from London, England,
Christopher Ball (IH 1959-60) made sure to stop at
I-House to see his floor and the Great Hall. His tour sparked
memories of when he met “a very young senator from the
state of Massachusetts on campus.” He was also very proud
that his wife, when she was 17 years old, performed at Queen
Elizabeth II’s coronation.
11. Hassan Sadrudoin Boolani (IH 1960s) was delighted
to walk through the halls of I-House again with his family.
Seeing the I-House mailboxes again brought back many
delightful memories for him.

14. Pierre Wallart (IH 1967) came from France to visit his
daughter and her family in Berkeley. They stopped by I-House
to show his grandson where he lived when he attended
Berkeley in the sixties.
If you would like to come back to I-House for a visit,
please contact the Alumni Relations Office to schedule a
time at (510) 642-4128 or ihalumni@berkeley.edu.
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Global Gatherings

Alumni Reunion in Norway

Hans and Susan Giesecke hosted an
I-House alumni reunion in Oslo,
Norway, on August 10, 2018. More
than 50 guests gathered to celebrate
I-House and hear about the latest
updates happening under the dome. It
was a fun evening for all!
We would like to personally thank our
alumni reunion committee members
who assisted with the event: Lucia
Crespo Campo (IH 2012-13), Trygve
Harvold (IH 1964-67), and Ole Bjørn
Røste (IH 1995).

I-House Alumni Reunion in Taiwan
I-House board member Eugene Yano
was pleased to host an alumni reception
in Taiwan on June 19, 2018. Nearly 30
I-House alumni and Berkeley Club of
Taiwan members gathered at Le Té in
the Palais de Chine Hotel to share their
I-House and Berkeley memories. That
Cal spirit was strong in Taiwan. Go
Bears!

Commonwealth Club of California in San Francisco
On January 16, 2019, Joe Lurie,
I-House Executive Director Emeritus,
presented a spirited and insightful
discussion based on the expanded
edition of his award-winning book
Perception and Deception: A MindOpening Journey Across Cultures. The
event was offered in association with
International House and the Northern
California Peace Corps Association.
To listen to the podcast of Joe's
presentation, visit commonwealthclub.
org/podcasts.

From left: Chacko Neroth (IH 1967-70), Lara Elamin (IH 199192), Joe Lurie, and Linda Sarkis (IH 1970-73).

Would you like to reunite with I-House friends around the world?
The Office of Alumni Relations can help you spread the word.
Email ihalumni@berkeley.edu or call (510) 642-4128.
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Read reviews and order at:
perceptionanddeception.com

Alumni News & Notes
1950s
Mina Parsont (IH 1954-56) writes,
“I am a hidden child of the Holocaust.
My sister and I were hidden in a little
town called Chabanais near Limoges
in France. We survived the Holocaust,
thanks to a very courageous Christian
family, who risked their lives by hiding
us. They sheltered us twice, and the
second time lasted for six months. We
looked for their five children for many
years, and we had our first reunion with
them in August of 1998 after 52 years!
I am now 83, and a retiree after a long
teaching career. Since my retirement,
I’ve spent most of my time with my
grandchildren.”
Helen Crane (IH 1951-52) who met
her husband Raj Desai (IH 1951-52)
at International House and married
in June of 1954, sent an update: “Raj
celebrated his 90th birthday last year.
Thank you, I-House and UC Berkeley.
We are so grateful!”

was the one, and after more than 50
years, she still is. I made lifetime friends
at I-House: Stuart Pawsey (IH 196466) and Glenda Pawsey (IH 1965-67),
and my departed friends, Shannon
Flynn (IH 1967), Maureen Haight
(IH 1966-74), and Keith Haight (IH
1967-68).”
Professor Krishna Bhattacharjee (IH
1965-66) updated us on his work as
the executive director of the Centre for
Human Settlements (CHS-Habitat), an
institute that delivers welfare services
to marginalized children, women,
and families in India by providing
education and vocational training. He
is actively seeking volunteers, and more
information can be found on the CHS
website: chshabitatcal.org.

Ron Choy (IH 1965-68) writes,
“The first time I saw my wife, Susan
McDougall (IH 1966-68), I knew she

Lila de Araujo Rayol (IH 1966) writes,
“I turned 81 years old, and my youngest
grandchild, Eduardo, celebrated his first
birthday. Warmest wishes to all I-House
managers and residents!”
1970s

1960s
Arlene Blum (IH 1967-68)
Congratulations to I-House 2017
Alumna of the Year, Arlene Blum (IH
1967-68), for being inducted into
the California Hall of Fame. Former
California Governor Jerry Brown (IH
1960-61) presided at the event titled
Honoring Californians Who Change
the World! Other 2018 inductees were
Joan Baez, who was honored at our
2012 Gala, Belva Davis, Thomas Keller,
Nancy McFadden, Robert Redford,
Fernando Valenzuela, and UC Berkeley
alum, the late Ed Lee, former mayor of
San Francisco. Congratulations to all
the honorees!

Florence Yee (IH 1964-66) (pictured
right) was visited by Joy Iwasa, associate
director of philanthropy, while Joy was
visiting family in Hawaii. Florence
shared some of her favorite memories of
I-House.

Professor Bhattacharjee visited I-House
during Global Homecoming 2018 and
presented Hans Giesecke with a copy
of his latest book, Architecture: Creating
Green Buildings & Sustainable Habitat.
Ron Bolstad (IH 1963-65) writes
about meeting the love of his life at
I-House. “Marilyn was one of ten
women from Mills College who traveled
to I-House for dinner and some social
time in April 1964. We dined across
from one another in the dining hall,
strolled the upper portion of the
campus, and now here we are 54 years
later, still very much in love. Thank you,
I-House!”

Valerie Henderson (IH 1973-75)
writes, “I still look back on the
wonderful friends I made and the
experiences I had living at I-House. I
am now in Los Angeles with my son
Charles, who is applying to graduate
school in engineering.”
1980s
Rhett Livengood (IH 1985-87) reflects
on his time at I-House: “I remember
the meals, the ballroom dance classes,
and the view of the Golden Gate
Bridge from my window. I remember
watching the Golden Gate Bridge’s 50th
Anniversary. So many people walked on
the bridge that it actually flattened out!”
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Alumni News & Notes/Staff Transitions
Tahir Masood (IH 1983-92) joined
the National Engineering Services
Pakistan (NESPAK) as its president and
managing director on July 13, 2018.
NESPAK is the largest state-owned
consulting engineering company in
Pakistan, with
over 5,300
employees. As
an I-House
resident
program
assistant, he
organized
several in-house
events, tours for
the residents, and orientation sessions.
Erin Andrews (IH 1989-91) is living in
Seattle with her husband and daughters
and is the founder of two chocolate
companies: Cotton Tree Chocolate in
Belize, and Indi Chocolate in Seattle,
WA. When she is not out hunting
beans, you can usually find her in the
chocolate factory or Indi Chocolate
in Pike Place Market in Seattle. She
is always searching for the next great
flavors in chocolate, so if you know of
any cacao farmers, please contact Erin at
info@indichocolate.com.

2000s
Michelle Bravin (IH 2008) writes,
“Over the past years, I have been
working in the contract furniture
industry. I am now the vice president of
KBM Hogue furniture!”
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2010s
Kezhou “Melody” Lu (IH 2016-18)
shared a sweet story: “I am a big fan
of classical piano, and I was a frequent
music practice room user. I found
someone who was very good at classical
piano and always practicing next door.
I loved his music, and somehow we
always found ourselves practicing at the
same time. Before the end of summer, I
finally brought myself to knock on his
door. His name is Rohan Sahai (IH
2018) and he is from India. Since then,
we’ve been very good friends!”

Joël Thai (IH 2010-11) writes from
London, “One of our I-House friends
had a wedding in Bali so several of us
flew from different parts of the world
to make a reunion trip out of this
wedding. We are planning to celebrate
our 10th friend-versary next year (2020)
in Berkeley.” Pictured from left (names
in bold are IH alumni 2010-11):
Howard Cheng, Ivy Chu, Cynthia Or,
Benjamin Maurice, Como Shin, Jeff
Yuk, Peter Thomas, Karin Vernooij,
Joël Thai, and Ankit Mishra.

If you enjoy reading News & Notes and
would like to be featured in our next
newsletter, please send your news and
photo to ihalumni@berkeley.edu.

Eda Yu (IH 2014-16) graduated from
UC Berkeley with a degree in chemical
biology. She has since pursued a career
as a writer, working at many notable
tech firms in the Bay Area. Her writing
has appeared in publications like VICE,
HuffPost, and KQED Arts (NPR),
among many others. Visit the HuffPost
to read her recent article, “What It’s
Really like To Be a Young Woman of
Color in Tech.”

Staff Transitions
June 1, 2018 - March 1, 2019
Welcome New Staff
Maria Gonzalez Guiza – Custodian
Bill Howley – Director of Philanthropy
Chaoqiang Huang (Simon) – Cook
Pou Leng Lei – Custodian
Charles Scott – Custodian
Morgan Townsend – Cook
Lisa Wafer – Custodian
Farewell
Ivan Barrios – Cook
Aaron Clark – Resident Life Coordinator
Sean Garcia – Cook
Maribel Guillermo Manager of Resident Support Services
Christina Lo – Purchasing Clerk
Kimi Mojica –
Student Engagement Officer
Jacqueline Trovato – Custodian

In Memory
1940s
Nancy Anderson Chirich (IH 1945-47)
Nancy — writer,
editor, publisher,
and environmental
advocate — passed
away on January
13, 2015 in
Berkeley at the
age of 91. After
graduating from the UC Berkeley
Graduate School of Journalism in
1947, Nancy worked for the American
Embassy, on assignment for the
United States Information Service as
photographer and journalist.
During her return to the Bay Area,
she authored Life With Wine, a
collection of California vintner
interviews, and founded mystery novel
publishing company, Cliffhanger
Press, which gained critical acclaim as
an independent press with its Edgarnominated authors.
On the third anniversary of her passing,
her ashes were scattered along the
Pacific coastline, amongst family and
friends. Contributions are being made
to her favorite local public radio station,
KALW, to honor her affinity for fine
journalism.
Harvey Kennard Holden (IH 1946-48)
Harvey passed away peacefully at home
after a beautiful life spanning 95 years.
He attended Beverly Hills High school
in 1936 with several future movie stars,
then California State University at San
Diego, and ultimately received his MBA
from UC Berkeley. He made many
lifelong friends at International House.
Joining the Air Force at the start
of WWII, he served in Florida, the
Philippines, and Japan as an officer in
charge of entertainment and morale for
the troops. His career included being
a business manager for several large

packaging firms before starting and
running his own successful packaging
business until his retirement.
He is survived by his sons, Paul
and Alan, their wives, children, and
grandchildren.
Dayton O. Hyde (IH 1946-50)
Dayton Ogden
“Hawk” Hyde
Sr. passed away
December 22,
2018, with family
at his side. Hyde
was not only a
rancher and author,
but also a naturalist, environmentalist,
cowboy historian, rodeo photographer,
and rodeo clown. He appeared on
several television shows, including “The
Dick Cavett Show,” “Good Morning
America,” and “National Geographic
Today.” People Magazine described him
as “an amazing American.”
Over the years, Hyde was featured in
Life and Parade magazines and received
many awards. Among his many honors,
he was named Conservationist of
the Year by three different Oregon
governors and the National Cattlemen’s
Association Environmentalist of the
Year; his book, Don Coyote, was named
one of the ten best books of the 1980s
by the American Library Association.
Lily S. Rose (IH 1948-52)
Lily S. Rose passed away on August
21, 2018, at the age of 92. Lily and
her family escaped Nazi Germany and
settled in Chicago. She went to Senn
High School, Roosevelt University, and
the University of California Berkeley
for graduate work. She stayed in San
Francisco, teaching special education
and then working in human resources.
After her husband’s passing, Lily
returned to Chicago with their two
children and went to work at Roosevelt

University. She became the director
of admissions and assistant dean of
students, acting as a leader and helping
generations of students succeed.
Marion Ross (IH 1946-51)
I-House Alumna
of the Year 2001,
Marion Ross,
intrepid world
traveler, professor
emerita, and a
former dean at
Mills College, died
on October 25, 2018, at her Berkeley
home at the age of 94.
Marion served on the resident council
when she lived at International House
from 1946 to 1951. After attending
the London School of Economics for
a year, she began doctoral studies at
UC Berkeley, completing her Ph.D.
in economics in 1956 — one of the
few women at that time to achieve
a doctoral degree in economics
from UC Berkeley. She became a
Fulbright Scholar to India, and then
taught economics at the University
of Michigan-Flint for three years.
Marion’s love of sailing and backpacking
prompted her return to the Bay Area.
Later, she was the first woman on the
I-House Finance Committee, serving
for 15 years as a member of the Board
of Directors, chief financial officer,
and chair of the finance committee.
She co-founded the Rafael Rodriguez/
Golden Age Scholarship endowment for
international students.
Marion is survived by her nieces Ann
and Barbara, nephew Ross, several
grandnieces and grandnephews, and
many loving friends. Donations in
her honor can be made to the Rafael
Rodriguez Golden Age Fellowship at
I-House. Learn more about Marion’s
extraordinary contributions to I-House
on pages 8 and 9.
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In Memory
1950s

Friends

Michael Belton (IH 1959-62)

Rick Arnitz

Michael James
Scott Belton was
born and raised
in England. He
graduated from the
University of St.
Andrews, Scotland,
before coming to
the United States
and earning his Ph.D. at the University
of California, Berkeley. He joined Kitt
Peak National Observatory in 1964,
and was particularly interested in
the origin and evolution of planetary
systems. For his contributions to the
exploration of the solar system, the
Division for Planetary Sciences of the
American Astronomical Society awarded
him the prestigious Gerard P. Kuiper
Prize. Those who wish to continue his
efforts in planetary science may make
a contribution to the Planetary Science
Institute, 1700 East Ft. Lowell, Suite
106, Tucson, AZ 85719, or visit psi.edu.

Rick Arnitz lost
his life to cancer
on September 9,
2018. He served
as an I-House
security guard from
1975 to 2006, and
is remembered
fondly by staff who
worked with him. Rick received his BA,
MA, and MFA from the University of
California, Berkeley. His work has been
exhibited widely in the Bay Area since
1975, including a solo exhibition at the
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
in 1989, and is included in numerous
private and public collections including
the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art, the San Jose Museum of Art, the
Berkeley Art Museum, and the Oakland
Museum of California.
To honor Rick’s memory, friends are
encouraged to support local artists and
arts organizations, and to dig deep into
his artwork at rickarnitz.com.

1960s
William D. Buell
Thomas Martin (IH 1963-1966)
Tom lived at I-House in the 1960s
while he attended Boalt Law School. He
worked with summer program students
while at I-House and eventually joined
the Peace Corps in Panama. He later
went on to receive a Ph.D. at Stanford
in communications research, taught
at University of Southern California
(USC), then Syracuse University before
retiring in 2008.
Over the years, he taught in China,
Brazil, Peru, Malaysia, Thailand, and
India, and was a world traveler. His
specialties were human interaction
with computers, and international
information policy. He became ill in
2009 and passed away April 1, 2014.
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Bill died peacefully
at Piedmont
Gardens where he
had been residing
for five years. He
was the youngest
of six children
born to Clyde and
Kathryne Buell. He
is survived by his beloved wife of 32 years,
Vangie, who was the first public events
coordinator for I-House. In addition, he
leaves behind eight nieces and nephews
and their respective families, cousin
Winnie, three stepdaughters, and four
grandchildren.
Bill received his BA from the University of
Minnesota in philosophy and literature.

He worked as a data system analyst at
State Fund of California, retiring after
25 years. His hobbies included studying
Homeric Greek, as well as singing with
the Berkeley Community Chorus and
Orchestra and with the Oakland Bay Area
Community Chorus.
Dorelee Landon Castello
Dorelee Landon
Castello graduated
from high school in
1942. Since money
was tight back
then, she started
at the Modesto
Junior College. In
1944, she had the
opportunity to join the WWII Women’s
Auxiliary Naval Reserve (WAVES), where
she sailed throughout the Caribbean. She
completed her time of duty in 1946 and
went to UC Berkeley on the GI Bill.
Even though she never lived at I-House,
it played an important role in her life.
Dorelee would regularly stop at I-House
after classes and made many dear friends
there. She attended many I-House dances,
where she met her future husband, Elliott
Castello.
After graduating from Cal, she became
passionate about teaching. She convinced
Elliott to follow her and become a teacher
as well. They married in 1953 and had
four children. Throughout her life, she
realized her dream of traveling throughout
Europe and kept up with her many
I-House friends from the Golden Age (late
1940s and early 1950s). Dorelee passed
away on September 10, 2018.

I

-House Executive Director Hans
Giesecke is serving as lecturer on
the California Alumni Association
tour to Croatia from May 20-31,
2019.
If you would like to join the tour,
visit: alumni.berkeley.edu/travel/caldiscoveries/europe/croatia-and-dalmatian-coast

Gifts in Memory: June 1, 2018 - January 31, 2019
Marvin Abraham
Olaf S. Leifson

Bernard Hall
Joseph Lucilio

Carole Sandra Pugh
Nanette E. Chadwick

Alfredo Anderson
Margaret A. Guheen

William E. Jones
Barbara E. Jones

Nancy Repp
Gordon W. Repp

Robert Baque
Ronald D. Morrison

Claire Leaf
Kathleen A. Fong
Anita Hinsz

Janine Rosenzweig
Anne Rosenzweig
Philip Rosenzweig
Suzanne Washburn

Rose G. Buck
Eugene Buck
William Buell
Evangeline Buell
Dorelee Castello
Wilma S. Horwitz
David Willliam Davis
Andronike Janus
Donna Dickinson
Janis N. Takahashi
Phyllis Duffy
Gilbert E. Haakh
Irene Ulan Dvornikoff
Bootie Charon
Al Garren
Jeannette Mahoney
The Golden Years at I-House
Marlene De Lancie

Milton Leong
Kay Herdeg
Barbara Lynch
Michael E. O'Halloran
Francois Schweizer
Janis N. Takahashi
Clare Wisecarver Madocks
John W. Madocks
Larry Madubunyi
Sharon P. Sawaya
Donald McCrea
Molly McCrea
May Mok
Vincent Mok
David Nelson
Martin J. Rosen

Marion Ross
Eleanor J. Bade
Wilma S. Horwitz
Bonnie Johnston
Martha Toppin
Lottie Salz
Klaus Netter
Arthur V. Strock
Hallie Strock
Maurice J. Tauber
Catherine A. Tauber
Kenneth Taylor
Patricia E. Taylor
Mui Ying Wai
Esmond C. Chan

Michael A. Parsont
Mina R. Parsont

Gifts in Honor: June 1, 2018 - January 31, 2019
Mery Benchimol
Jaime S. Benchimol

Andrew E. Maul
Terry L. Maul

Henry I. Prien
Betty Ann Prien

Carroll Brentano
Frances Starn

Ronak Modi
Manish S. Modi

Ahferom Tesfagaber
Terry L. Maul

Barbara & Gautum Doctor
Jeffrey F. Kach

Catherina Paolino
Patricia Dinner

University Section Club
Norman & Janet Pease

Gary Heath
Richard F. Green

Jay Paxton
Didier F. Bourgeois

Sheridan Warrick
Steven L. Horowitz

Liliane Koziol
Trudi Frei

Evan Phillips
Hugh S. Phillips

Joseph Lurie & Donna
Rosenthal
Linda Sarkis

Victor Pineda
Duc B. Pham

International House is a program center
and campus residence for students
from around the world, including the
United States. Our mission is to foster
intercultural respect, understanding,
lifelong friendships, and leadership skills to
promote a more peaceful world.
The I-House Times is published for alumni
and friends of International House.

Executive Director
Hans Giesecke
Editor-In-Chief
Joy Iwasa
Editing/Design
Laurel Anderson-Malinovsky
Laurie Ferris
Contributors
Melissa Chan
Bill Howley
Bonnie Johnston
Ryan Jones
Roop Kaur
Simone Matecna
Jason Patent
Angela Rauch
Kathleen Shewman
Photographers
Lori Cheung
Ryan Christopher Gourley
For more information
ihouse.berkeley.edu
(510) 642-4128
ihalumni@berkeley.edu
International House
2299 Piedmont Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94720-2320
Federal Tax ID: 94-1167403

Stay Connected to I-House!
We welcome your participation
on our social networks.
Followers receive timely event
announcements and the latest
I-House news. Visit ihouse.
berkeley.edu for more ways to
connect with us.
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Upcoming Signature I-House Events:

CAL BIG GIVE, Thursday, March 14th
Help us reach our goal of 150 gifts at ihouse.berkeley.edu/biggive2019. Please see page 6 for details.

Cal Day Under the Dome, Saturday, April 13th
Get a glimpse of the I-House experience on Cal Day! Enjoy brunch in our Dining Commons, resident performances,
and tours. Brunch is $15 for the public or $13 for I-House alumni.

International House Celebration and Awards Gala, Thursday, May 9th
Proceeds from the Gala benefit the Fund for I-House and our mission to advance a world of greater understanding
and peace. Visit ihouse.berkeley.edu/gala to purchase tickets. Please see page 6 for more details.

