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Estelle Pau-On Lau was born in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1924. Her parents had
journeyed from Zhong Shan, Guangdong, China to Hawaii as teenagers, and
began creating a successful business and a grand family. Estelle was the second
youngest of 11 children — 9 girls and 2 boys. Her given name is Pau-On Lau,
and her personal name On means peace. But when she went to first grade the
neighbor said she needed an “American name” - and thus she became known
as Hstelle, which means star.

Estelle’s application to live at the I-House described her “extreme interest in
meeting and becoming acquainted with all peoples.” While majoring in
American and Chinese
history, she participated
in all aspects of I-House life, including performances of
traditional hula dances she had learned in Hawaii. She is
pictured with her roommates in the I-House historical display
featuring the Daily Cal article describing student life during
World War II, when GIs were housed at the I-House and
students moved into fraternity housing: “A Chinese girl from
Hawaii, a black gitl from the South, and a white girl requested
to live together, and their room was always a center of
activity.” The I-House team would later describe her as a
“charming and attractive girl, vivacious, active, deeply
interested in I-House.”

She went on to do graduate work at the University of
Chicago and Columbia University — at both universities
she lived at the International House. Indeed, the mailing
tube for her Cal diploma shows her next address upon
graduation was the International House at the University
of Chicago, where she continued to perform at I-House
events.

When she returned to the Bay Area as a young historian
for the 1951 signing of the peace treaty between the
United State and Japan, she stayed at the I-House. Upon
returning to Moorhead, MN where she was a professor at
the time, the local paper wrote up her story as front page
news. Growing up in Hawaii, she witnessed the bombing
of Pearl Harbor, and so when she attended the signing of
the peace treaty with Japan, she became one of the few people — indeed, perhaps the only person — to have
personally witnessed both the beginning and the end of the war in the Pacific.




During that stay at the I-House in 1951, she met a graduate student, Mason Gaffney. As he was playing guitar in the
Great Hall while another student sang, Estelle appeared on the balcony, and their eyes met. They married the
following year at the I-House in 1952, in a beautiful ceremony written up in the Daily Cal.

As they moved across the country and raised
a family together, she maintained her lifelong
commitment to the I-House mission “to
foster intercultural respect, understanding,
lifelong friendships, and leadership skills to
promote a more tolerant and peaceful
wortld.” She received her PhD from
Marquette University and became an
acclaimed professor at the University of the
Pacific in Stockton, California, where she
specialized in cross-cultural education and
women’s studies. Upon retirement in 2000,
she received the university’s highest honor,
the Order of Pacific, in recognition of her
lifelong commitment to social justice and
cross-cultural understanding.

Estelle spent her retitement in Albany, California, where she could be near her children Brad, Ann and Stuart, their
spouses Tom and John, and her granddaughter Meredith, as well as the loving extended family of nieces, nephews,
and lifelong friends. Living in Albany also made it possible for her to participate once more in I-House events, and
she attended the I-House annual gala in 2017. We all miss her very much, and are deeply grateful for the

opportunity to celebrate her life together with the I-House community at her memorial held in the Auditorium in
May 2019.
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Miss Lau Recalls Pearl Harbor Abtaek

. By HOWARD BINFORD
Daily News Staff Writer

Shortly afiter 7:55 am., 10 years ago today,

Miss Estelle- Lau stood outslde her home on
Oahu, Imesfo:thenawaummm to Witness
the stant of the greatest war in bistory. What
she saw was several puffs of black Smoke cHmb-
~ing against a bright biue sky swhile two planes,
last of a fleet of approximately 350 Jzpanese
atmmft. djsappeamd in the distance,

L&ST smmx, she was in San Fran isco
for the a&gn:ins of the Japanese peace. treaby
which finaly-ended the tragic conflict. '

Thus Misa Lau, whose parents were heth of
Chinese try and who was and
nmde{twmmme of a very few per-
sons to have seen both the beginning and the
end of the struggle between these two. great
powers which developed into World War II

Now ‘a social studies instructor at M

Mlss Lau, m:a!ls wn.tchmg with -

me#k attack ‘in 3,000

; "fa.rrhiwbcrr She first JJearned of the’

Harbor raid when a friend-of her sister ;
their mstdence.

ber morning, howev:r, One bomb crashed at

years' Of mﬂ-:

‘WAR WAS CLOSE on that béautiful Decem- .

Monilili, only 20 mmutes from the Lau home.
The attractive young veacher recalls that every-
th.mg seemed very unreal at the time—so much
so0, in fact, that shp evern,_went to a choir
practice scheduled that Sunﬂny afternoon.
The mood and temperment of the half-mil-
Yion Hawalian citizens following the Dee. ¥
attack are most vivic in Miss Lauw’s memory.
After martial law had been declared and
the Islands swarmed with military personnel,
smmallstheﬁp.mwriew air raid drills,
gruesome blackouts, the complete d.lﬂ'll'ptlm

of school work and carryinsxm m at a]l
times. -

WITH SCHOOL disrupted, Miss Lau vork-
ed in a communications office wmtil the fol-
lowing April when she came to the United

‘States to attend.college. She recalls that prac-

tically nobody thought of Christmes in Haw-
aii during 1941 since all were employed in

- some-type of Red Cross or civil defense work.
" _The Islands were constanily - anticipating’

follow-up attacks after the Dec, 7'raid. At one
time, "a bomb fell near Roosevelt high school
whare Miss Lau was a student and later taught
for- two years. For the most part,-alarms re-
sulted from rumors of tallmg Jap paratroopers,

-evidences of sabotage or the general wave of
“hysteria. | ;

SHE RECALLS. that the Japanese wheo
comprise about one-third of the Islands popu-
lation were not troublesome following the at-
tack, most of them moving into the cities
to white collar jobs while white citizens took
defense positions.

‘From her brother who was working at Hick-
-am-air force base, Miss Lau got Tirst-hand re-
ports of ravages o! the atfack—2,086 American
seamen dead and 748 wounded, 240 dead and
360 wounded in armiy ranks, five
sunk, along with three destmyers a target
ship, a repair ship, a minelayer and a floating
drydock, and three battleships, three cruisers
and a seaplane tender badly damaged.

Miss Lau was in San Francisco last sum- |
mer, expecting to return for a visit with her
family. She was fascinated with the peace con- |
ference and the handiwork of John Foster |
Ihﬂasanddemdedtoramammrthemm

-am of the document.

WHILE: LIVING at International house, she
alsa. had an opportunity to meet Japanese

’!_'remier Y

Miss Lau is- pmd of ‘her American citizen-

ship and grateful for the opportunity to teach

Her father emigrated fo the Islands

from’ China at the age of 10 in 1883, Estelle
is second to the youngest of 11 Lau children,
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